COMMON QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
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WHAT SHOULD I EXPECT WITH KITTENS? Kittens will put most anything in their mouths, and can end up in surprising places: in the fridge, under the bed, on top of the curtain rod. 
Kittens are full of energy and naturally run, climb, wrestle, swing, leap, explore, dig, and chew. You will need to kitten-proof your home and fill it with lots of toys and at least one scratching post.
[image: 18342630_1582990821711625_2497422741814407235_n]ARE TWO KITTENS BETTER THAN ONE? We 
encourage adopting two kittens together for many 
reasons. A young friend to play with keeps your kitten amused and reduces destructive behavior tendencies that can develop out of boredom or loneliness. Most 
kittens become better adjusted when adopted with a 
littermate or another kitten close in age. Many people contact us to see about getting a second kitten when they realize after adoption that their first kitten needs a 
companion. Even if you have a cat at home, you might consider adopting two kittens—especially if you have a senior or low-energy kitty who may find a young 
roommate to be an annoyance! 
SHOULD I ADOPT A MALE OR FEMALE? Behavior-wise, the sex of the kitten doesn’t make much difference once the cat has been spayed or neutered. Temperament is more important; some cats like other cats while some do not; some cats are outgoing, some cautious, and so forth.  Our staff and volunteers can help direct you to cats or kittens who might be a good fit for your household. 
If you have a male cat at home, you can usually introduce either a male or female. If you have a 
female cat—especially a dominant female—she may do better with a male cat.
WHAT’S INCLUDED WITH MY ADOPTION? All kittens and cats have had an initial exam and are vaccinated, treated for fleas and other parasites, tested for FeLV/FIV, microchipped and spayed or neutered (altered) before leaving the shelter. (All of the kittens here today are already altered and ready to go home.) You’ll also receive a starter bag of food, adoption packet, and certificate for a free veterinary exam good at many local vet clinics.
[image: 60399330]A NOTE ABOUT DECLAWING—Kittens don’t have a lot 
of control over their sharp, little claws. It’s important to train them to use their scratching post and get them used to nail trims. Declawing involves amputating the nail and bone up to the first joint. In addition to being extremely painful, declawing can result in difficult issues such as 
litter box avoidance, biting behavior, or health problems 
like early arthritis. CAT does not recommend declawing.
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