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The Seattle Animal Shelter’s 10th Annual Furry 5K
Overview
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The Seattle Animal Shelter is proud to host the 10th annual Furry 5K Fun Run & Walk this year. Held in Seattle’s Seward Park in Seattle on June 7, 2009, the Furry 5K is one of the few races in the Puget Sound area that encourages participants to run or walk with their dogs. The race will begin at 10:00 a.m. and will be followed by festive music, awards and the chance for participants to visit many category-related vendor booths. A fun event for the whole family, the Furry 5K is also an essential fund-raising event for the Seattle Animal Shelter (SAS). 
The Furry 5K is produced by the staff and volunteers of the Seattle Animal Shelter and was created to raise money for the SAS’s Help the Animals Fund, which helps provides veterinary care for sick, injured and abused orphaned animals and supports the volunteer and foster care programs at the SAS. All proceeds go directly towards improving the lives of the animals. Additionally, the Furry 5K helps fill the need for community events that encourage the participation of pets. 
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About the Seattle Animal Shelter 
Since its beginning in 1972, the SAS has helped hundreds of thousands of people and their pets. SAS educates citizens regarding responsible pet ownership; unites adoptable animals with new loving, responsible owners; provides a low cost spay/neuter program; provides clean, safe and humane housing for impounded animals and enforces animal control ordinances relating to the leash law, scoop law, nuisance-barking, vicious animals and animal cruelty. SAS is located in the Interbay neighborhood of Seattle between Magnolia and Ballard on 15th Avenue West (one mile south of the Ballard Bridge).
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About the Help the Animals Fund

The Seattle Animal Shelter cares for approximately 7,000 stray and owner-surrendered animals each year. Many of these animals arrive sick and injured from living on the streets; others are seized from abusive or neglectful owners. To provide veterinary care for these sick, injured and abused animals, the Seattle Animal Shelter created the Help the Animals Fund in 1977. 

As the Seattle Animal Shelter’s veterinary needs expanded, volunteers started the Furry 5K in 1999 to raise money for, and promote awareness of, the Help the Animals Fund. All proceeds from the Furry 5K directly support the Help the Animals Fund. In 2008, the Furry 5K netted nearly $80,000, however, veterinary care needs continue to expand and last year alone the Help the Animals Fund paid for over $98,000 worth of veterinary bills, with the difference made up from private donations and other fundraisers. 
the event
Last year’s Furry 5K was a tremendous success: 3000 people, 1,500 dogs and 1 cat ran and/or walked, grossing more than $122,000 for the Help the Animals Fund. We are confident that the 2009 Furry 5K will be even more successful than last year—we expect at least 3,500 people to participate and at least 1600 dogs. The Furry 5k is typically covered by one or more of the area’s major news media outlets. In 2008, the event was featured in the Seattle PI. 
According to Seattle Animal Shelter director Don Jordan, “The Furry 5K has been a wonderful event for the orphaned animals of the Seattle Animal Shelter. Because of the Furry 5K, we have been able to provide veterinary care to thousands of orphaned animals and have increased animal adoptions by 68 percent over the last three years.”
In addition to raising money for the Help the Animals Fund, the Furry 5K also promotes responsible pet ownership, encourages owners to include their pets in outdoor activities and educates participants and spectators about the Seattle Animal Shelter’s programs. Some of these important programs include: (1) educating the public on animal cruelty through the Humane Education Program; (2) supporting the animal Foster Program that temporarily places needy animals in homes for rehabilitation; and (3) volunteering with such programs as Dog Walking, Get Fit with Fido, Nine Lives (cat snuggling and healthcare), Match Makers (pet adoption assistance), Pet Therapy program, Pet Loss Support, Critter Care and many more. The Seattle Animal Shelter currently has more than 400 active volunteers and is always looking for dedicated individuals to lend their time, compassion and talents to helping the shelter’s animals.
The Opportunity
Sponsorship of the Furry 5K offers excellent return on investment by providing visibility and an opportunity to demonstrate your organization’s interest in nurturing healthy pets, families and communities. It is a great way to gain exposure for your product or service with a target audience of animal lovers. The promotion strategy for this event incorporates advertising, public relations and community outreach. Sponsorship opportunities are available for your company’s name and logo to be included on all print advertising and collateral materials and highlighted in the media relations materials and events. You’ll also take pride knowing that you’ve contributed to a worthy cause.

As a sponsor of the Furry 5K, your company will reach thousands of pet owners and runners/walkers throughout Puget Sound. This audience is recognized for purchasing pet products and services, such as pet-wear, treats, grooming services, etc. In addition, this outdoorsy crowd purchases their share of athletic gear and is often health-conscious and athletic. And because this event will be held in a park—often frequented by dogs and dog-owners—there will be an opportunity to reach spectators and visitors as well. 

The average participant age is 35 and runners and walkers come from nine states including many cities and towns across Washington, such as Seattle, Bainbridge Island, Bellevue, Cle Elum Gig Harbor, Mercer Island, Olympia, Puyallup, Redmond, Snoqualmie, Spokane and Tumwater to name a few. 

Through advertising, public relations and event presence, the Furry 5K will provide a unique opportunity to:

· Promote sales of new products to a targeted and interested audience

· Establish your company as a partner/vendor of choice for animal lovers and health conscious urban Seattleites

· Raise awareness of your company’s position as an advocate for animals
· Advertise your company’s leadership in your product’s category

Sponsorship opportunities can be comprised of monetary or in-kind product/service contributions. 
· Monetary Contribution: Monetary contributions will be used to cover the expenses of producing the event with anything over and above going to the Help the Animals Fund. 
· In-Kind Contributions: In-kind contributions consist of goods or services necessary to produce a quality event. The retail value of the in-kind product/service will be matched to the appropriate sponsorship level. Example of in-kind contributions: 

· Water for participants

· Food and refreshments for participants

· Items such as race bibs, dog bandanas, rental equipment such as staging, sound system, or other items required for race day
· Advertising space

Sponsorship Benefits
Sponsors will maximize their return on investment by combining extensive event-marketing benefits with advertising and media relations. Seattle Animal Shelter’s volunteers will work closely with every sponsor to ensure the extensive marketing plan achieves the goals of the sponsoring organizations. 

The packages are based on a six-week marketing campaign that will incorporate a combination of print advertising, posters and community outreach to maximize attendance and sponsor visibility. Please note: We honor exclusivity for sponsors.
Radio Advertising

A local radio station (KMTT 103.7 The Mountain in 2007) will be the exclusive radio station for the 2009 Furry 5K, providing at least 10 recorded promotional advertisements. The 2009 Furry 5K will also be mentioned on their calendar listings. 

Print Advertising
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Advertisements, such as the one below that ran in the May 2008 issue of Seattle Magazine, will be placed in local pet, lifestyle and running magazines. 
Online Advertising

Banner ads and registration forms will be placed on various category-related websites including Seattle Animal Shelter’s website and Active.com. Thousands of participants will visit our website, www.furry5k.com, to obtain race information, directions and view post-race results and photos. Sponsor logos will be hyperlinked to the company’s website which will increase traffic/visits to their website.
Posters, Event Brochures/Race Registration Forms
An estimated 1,000 posters will be created and posted by a team of Seattle Animal Shelter volunteers. Approximately 20,000 color brochures/registration forms will be printed and distributed to local races and community events, athletic stores and clubs, animal care facilities and more.

Event Publicity

As a sponsor of the event, your company will have the opportunity to leverage the race to gain recognition and develop relationships with consumers and retailers. Sponsorship visibility will be maximized through a variety of opportunities including collateral materials and public address announcements.

“Goody Bags” offer sponsors the opportunity to provide samples of, coupons for, or an announcement regarding their product/service. Race T-Shirts—often worn during and post-race—are a great opportunity for logo visibility during and after the event. Finally, large sponsor banners are placed at the main soundstage, along the race finish line and at the entrance of the park and can be viewed at the shelter following the race and throughout the year.

Vendor Booth

All sponsors are invited to have a vendor booth on race day to promote their company and/or product. Sponsors are given premium booth placement. All other companies who would like to participate but only request a vendor booth must pay the required amount to secure a space. Please note: Exact booth placement will be assigned a week prior to race day.

Public Relations Campaign

Targeted media outreach will position the Furry 5K as one of the few races in the Puget Sound area where people are encouraged to participate with their dogs. The campaign will secure feature articles, stories and calendar notices in regional media including print and radio. SAS volunteers will also be distributing informational race fliers at various locations and events throughout the Puget Sound region including other Puget Sound area races, off-leash dog parks, municipal parks, athletic retail stores, health food stores and community and university bulletin boards. Press materials will be generated to garner additional exposure.
Presenting Sponsor
$10,000

The Presenting Sponsor will be recognized as the main sponsor of the 2009 Furry 5K and will receive priority logo placement in all advertising and at the event. The Presenting Sponsor’s name and logo will be acknowledged in all of the Furry 5K’s promotions, including print advertising, collateral materials, media relations, race t-shirts and prominent event exposure.

Advertising
· Primary placement of name and logo in all print advertising

· Company name and logo on race website and other category websites

Collateral Materials

· Primary placement of name and logo in race registration form/color brochure (to be distributed at local athletic stores, health clubs, health food stores and more)

· Primary placement of company logo on official event poster

Event Exposure
· Mentioned during all public-address announcements
· Included in all event public relations

· Primary placement of company logo on official race t-shirt

· Primary placement of company logo on race banner
· Premier booth space (30’x10’)

· Primary placement of company name in Sponsorship List inserted into all race Goody Bags
Public Relations
· Inclusion in all media materials, including press releases, media talking points and backgrounders

Gold Sponsor
$5,000

The Gold Sponsor achieves excellent visibility, but at less cost than a Presenting Sponsor. Inclusion of your company logo on most promotional materials will ensure that Gold Sponsors benefit from widespread visibility throughout the advertising campaign.

Advertising
· Secondary placement of logo in print advertising

· Company name and logo listed on race website and other category websites

Collateral Materials

· Secondary placement of logo in race registration form/color brochure (to be distributed at local athletic stores, health clubs, health food stores and more)

· Secondary placement of company logo on official event poster

Event Exposure
· Secondary placement of name and logo on official race t-shirt

· Secondary placement of company logo on race banner
· Premier booth space (20’x10’)

· Secondary placement of company name in Sponsorship List inserted into all race Goody Bags

Public Relations
· Inclusion in all media materials, including press releases, media talking points and backgrounders

Silver Sponsor
$1,000
The Silver Sponsor receives an excellent return on investment. The Furry 5K presents the opportunity to develop corporate and brand awareness with the target audience at a very cost-effective level. Inclusion of corporate logo in event’s brochure develops interest in and recognition of your brand. 

Advertising

· Company logo on race website
Collateral Materials
· Company logo in race registration form/color brochure (to be distributed at local athletic stores, pet stores, health clubs, health food stores and more)

· Company logo on official event poster

Event Exposure

· Placement of name and logo on official race t-shirt

· Company logo included on race banner

· Booth space (10’x10’)

· Company name included in Sponsorship List inserted in all race participant Goody Bags
Bronze Sponsor
$500
The popular Bronze Sponsor package receives a beneficial return on investment. The Furry 5K presents the opportunity to develop corporate and brand awareness with inclusion of corporate logo in event’s website and race banner with a vendor booth space to develop interest in and recognition of your brand. 

Advertising

· Company logo listed on race website 

Collateral Materials
· Company logo on official event poster

Event Exposure

· Company logo included on race banner

· Booth space (10’x10’)

· Company name included in Sponsorship List inserted in all race participant Goody Bags
Sponsor
$250
The Furry 5K presents the opportunity to develop corporate and brand awareness with inclusion of corporate logo in event’s website.

Advertising

· Company logo listed on race website
Event Exposure

· Company logo included on race banner

· Booth space (10’x10’)

· Company name included in Sponsorship List inserted in all race participant Goody Bags
Vendor Booth Only
$150/$50*

*Non-profit organizations are granted discounted price.
Advertising

· Company name mentioned on race website
Event Exposure

· Booth space is placed as space allows in main vendor area

Vendor Booth Details: 

· All vendors will be responsible for bringing their own supplies (tables, tents, chairs, etc.)

· Increased booth space, amenities and choice of location assigned based on donor level, if applicable (additional space can be arranged for additional cost)
· Application and payment are due no later than May 20, 2009 to secure space at the event
· All vendors are required by law to remit 10 percent of gross sales to the City of Seattle immediately after the event.
Goody Bags Only
$100/$50 with any size booth
Event Exposure

· Placement of your item in the 1500 goodie bags passed out to participants

· Company name included in Sponsorship List inserted in all race participant Goody Bags

Contact Information
For more details regarding the Furry 5K event, please visit our website: www.furry5k.com.
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