
Furry 5K 2009 Event Description:

1.  Proposed Timeline on June 07, 2009:


0500 - Equipment for set-up arrives and starts unloading


0600 - Set-up of equipment begins, Honey Buckets arrive


0630 - Vendors begin set-up


0800 - Participants begin to arrive for registration


0900 - Amplified Sound starts (announcements and music)


1000 - Race Starts


1100 - Awards Ceremony


1400 - Event Cleanup begins, Honey Buckets are picked up


1500 - Event is finished

2.  Food and Beverages:

The Furry 5K does not sell food or beverages at the event.  The following food and beverages are typically present at the event:

a. Water for participants – distributed in bottles and paper cups for humans and in buckets and plastic troughs for dogs. 
b. Post Race Food for participants – the Furry 5K provides a selection of fruits (distributed whole and uncut) and baked goods (typically bagels) at the end of the race to the participants.  Other food such as energy bars or other products are made available as we are able to obtain a sponsor.
c. Coffee – the Furry 5K arranges for a vendor to distribute hot coffee to volunteers.

d. One or two vendors may provide food for participants for a fee or donation to the Help the Animals Fund.  In the past we have had Ben and Jerry’s deploy a truck from which they distributed ice-cream in cups.

3.  Vehicles:

The Furry 5K deploys a number of vehicles to the event:


a.  A 24’ truck carrying equipment for the event.


b.  An RV or Truck in the south parking lot as headquarters for the timing company plus an additional Truck for equipment.

c.  A pick-up truck that accesses the loop trail for use in setting up mile markers and cones on the route.


d.  One Seattle Animal Control truck as a base for the animal control officers.


e.  Other personal vehicles used by vendors and volunteers to bring equipment for set up and to assist in removing equipment after the event.


d.  Bicycles for use in supporting the race (proceeding and following the participants).

4.  Fire:

There is no use of Fire at the Furry 5K
5.  Commercial Signs/Banners:

Banners representing our sponsors are set up in the finish area as part of the finish line chutes.  A banner with all the sponsors is hung from our 24’ truck.  Other banners may be hung from our tents or vehicles.  
6.  Athletic Events:

The Furry 5K is a combined run and walk event.  We start runners and walkers at the same time – with pace signs used to separate the crowd into groups by speed (fastest runners at the front and walkers at the back – with graded speeds in between).  Participants sign a waiver stating their recognition of this as an event they must be physically prepared for.
7.  Amplified Sound:

The Furry 5K uses amplified sound.  No amplified sound is used before 9am.  The specifics include:

a.  4 Bull horns used by organizers to control crowd movement.


b.  Music and announcements:  The awards stage has music broadcast by a sponsoring radio station.  The awards stage also serves as a location for broadcasting announcements regarding the event and for broadcasting the awards ceremony.  Typically a pair of standing speakers are deployed near the stage and an additional two speakers deployed near the registration tents. 

c.  Finish Line:  A standing speaker and microphone are deployed at the finish line for announcing the participant names as they finish.

8.  Electricity:

The Furry 5K uses the electrical hook-up at Picnic shelter number 1.  We also deploy a generator at the Stage.  The Timing Company’s RV provides additional electricity for the finish line.  Some vendors also bring generators for their vendor space.
9.  Theatrical Event:

There is no theatrical event at the Furry 5K

10.  Admission Charges:

There are no charges to be on the event grounds.

11.  Entry Fee/Charges:

Participants pay a fee to participate for which they receive a race number, timing chip, and t-shirt (supplies limited) as well as support (water and food).  The fee is $30 at the event and $25 prior to the event.  Participants can elect to pay $5 less and forego a t-shirt.
12.  Water:

The Furry 5K brings all the water it needs for the event. 
13.  Booths:

We have approximately 42 vendor booths deployed between the South Parking lot and the entrance gate.  All of the booths front the road leading to the South Parking lot (see map).  Booths are 10x10 spaces that are allotted to vendors and sponsors.  Spaces are filled by pop-up tents and folding tables.  The back side of the vendor booths on the south lawn will be blocked by orange snow fencing to control access to the vendor areas.
14.  Canopy/Tents:

The Furry 5K uses the following tents all on the South Lawn:

a.  4 10x10 pop-up tents and 2 20x20 – these tents are free standing and are not staked down. And are used for Registration.
b.  Approximately 40 10x10 pop-up tents are used to line the road leading to the South Parking lot – these are provided by vendors and sponsors for their booth spaces.

15.  Tables/Chairs:

The Furry 5K deploys approximately 40 tables and 40 chairs for use by volunteers in registration and the Seattle Animal Shelter booth spaces.  Additionally, vendors provide approximately 30 tables and chairs for use in their booth spaces.
16.  Street Use:

No streets outside of Seward Park are utilized.  Between 7am and 12pm access to the park is severely restricted as all of the road space within the park between the North and South Parking lots (inclusive) are used.  The South Parking lot and its access road are blocked to non-event vehicle traffic from 6am until 3pm.  Access to the upper parking lots is blocked until approximately 12pm (until the last participant has completed the race route on the upper part of the course).

17.  Inflatable:

No inflatable displays or advertising media are used by the race organizers.
18.  Animals:

The Furry 5K encourages participants to bring dogs to the event.  Approximately 1,800 dogs are brought by participants to the event.  All dog owners are instructed to keep their animals on a leash and to keep their animals out of the water.  The Furry 5K provides plastic bags for picking up animal waste and places supplies all around the park and the course for use by the participants.  The south beach across from the south lawn is blocked off with construction tape and patrolled by animal control officers.  Animal control officers are present and patrol the event to enforce Seattle’s leash laws.  
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