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ENJOY THE MUSIC
The webinar begins at the top of the hour.

Turn up your computer speakers!
Audio Broadcast should open automatically in 

top left corner of your screen. 
If you have audio issues:

• Click Communicate at top left of screen 
• Click Audio Broadcast
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HOW TO CHAT

Type your message 
in the small chat 
box.

In the Send To box, 
use the drop down 
triangle to select
All Participants

Click Send when 
ready!
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Pets as Gifts?
Wrap ‘em up! 
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Starting with a Poll 
Answer the poll question in the right column 

of your screen

Does the organization you work with allow pets
to be adopted as gifts?  

• Yes
• No
• Only in special situations 
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And Another Quick Poll
Answer the poll question in the right column 

of your screen

How many of you received a pet as a gift at
some point in your life? 

• I did!
• No way! 
• I didn’t but I sure wish I had… 
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What They Say About Pets as Gifts 
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Adding a pet to the family is a long-
term commitment. It's a decision that 

needs input from everyone who 
would care for the animal. That's why 
pets should not be given as holiday 

gifts.

What They Say… 
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What This Means for 
Dogs and Cats in Shelters 
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What the Data Tells Us… 
Dogs obtained as gifts are less likely to be relinquished than 
dogs obtained from a shelter, a friend, as a stray or from a pet 
shop. (New et al, 2000)

Cats obtained as gifts are less likely to be relinquished than 
those that are obtained from a shelter, a friend, as a stray or 
from a pet shop. (New et al, 2000)

Pets are rarely relinquished because they are a unwanted gift 
(Scarlett, 1999)

Dogs received as gifts are significantly less at risk for 
relinquishment compared to those that were purchased or 
adopted (Patronek, 1996)
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But… For Some the Data was 
Ignored… 

“As X notes, a companion animal issues specialist, says, "It's 
important to remember that animal shelters, and their innocent 
charges, will suffer the effects of impulse purchases of pets as 
gifts. Deciding whether one has the time and resources to add a 
pet to the family needs to be made after careful thought. We 
need to remember that pets can't simply be returned or discarded 
like a broken toy.“ (Better Homes and Gardens) 
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What We Did 

In an omnibus survey, we reached 222 
respondents who reported they received a dog 
or cat as a gift in the past 10 years or so.

We asked 3 questions to those respondents…
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3 Questions Asked
1. Were you involved, in any manner, in the selection 

process of the pet that you received as a gift? 
• Yes, you were involved 
• No, you were not involved but you wish you were 

involved
• No, the pet was a surprise and that was okay

2. Did receiving a pet as a gift increase, decrease or have 
no impact on your love or attachment to the pet?

3. Is that pet still with you? 
• Yes 
• No, he or she passed away 
• No, the pet has another home
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Did receiving a pet as a gift increase, 
decrease or have no impact on your 

love or attachment to the pet?

36%

3%

60%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

No Impact

Decreased

Increased
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Were you involved in the selection 
process of the pet that you received as 

a gift?

34%

60%

6%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Yes

No, I was ok with the surprise

No, but I wish I were involved
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What We Found 
No significant relationship between receiving a 
dog or cat as a gift, whether a surprise or not, 
and the receivers reported love or attachment 

for the pet 
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Is that pet still with you?

74%

12%

13%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Yes

No, pet passed away

No, pet is no longer with me
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No significant relationship between receiving a 
dog or cat as a gift as a surprise or not and 
whether the pet was still living in the home



©  2014  ASPCA®.   All Rights Reserved.

Our Research Was Published
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What are your questions about 
this research? 
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What about Dogs and Cats 
Under the Tree? 
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Pittsburgh Delivers!
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Special Delivery in Santa Fe
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Greater Androscoggin HS, Maine
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How can you be sure the gift 
receiver will be a good match? 
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How do you convince staff and other 
stakeholders? 
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Now that you have heard the information 
supporting adopting pets as gifts, 

are you considering giving it a go? 

Answer in the chat panel 
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