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Client Elizabethan Collar Handout 

 
 

Elizabethan collars help prevent your pet from self-traumatizing and/or infecting their surgery 
site. They are bulky – and some animals are somewhat distressed when initially wearing them – 
however, this is usually very temporary, and most pets quickly learn to tolerate them. 
 
Your pet may have trouble eating or drinking while wearing an Elizabethan collar. If you observe 
them having difficulty doing so, you may remove it temporarily at meal times, or provide 
assistance with eating and drinking – you must, however, provide 100% supervision during this 
time.  
 
Your animal should not be allowed to lick or otherwise rub at the surgery site and must wear the 
Elizabethan collar for 10 days. 
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