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Description automatically generated]IMPROVING QUALITY OF LIFE BY MEETING THE ASSOCIATION OF SHELTER 	
VETERINARIANS GUIDELINES FOR STANDARDS OF CARE IN ANIMAL SHELTERS

Use this worksheet to identify opportunities to align your animal housing with the Key Statements found in Chapter 4 (Facilities) of the Association of Shelter Veterinarians Guidelines for Standards of Care in Animal Shelters. Your responses can inform future planning and support funding decisions. 

Use these statements to review your housing for CATS & KITTENS:
	Statement
	Response options – is this statement true?
	Helpful hints to know how to respond
	Use this column to make notes about specific cat housing units that do not meet the ASV guidelines.

	Cats can move normally in their enclosure. They can stand up, turn around, take a few steps, sit, stretch out fully and raise their tail.
IDEA: Check out this example from the UC Davis Koret Shelter Medicine Program (KSMP) on how to set up a cat housing unit for low-stress and meet the ASV guideline. 
	Always
Sometimes
Never
	✔️ Always true – All cat housing units allow cats to move normally and perform normal postures.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Only some cats can move normally and perform normal postures.
❌ Never true – Housing for cats generally lack space for normal movement and postures.
	

	The housing for cats who are in the shelter long-term (i.e., more than two weeks) have additional space, enrichment, and choice provided within their enclosure.
IDEA: Check out ASPCA Pro’s Behavior Support for long-stay shelter cats and dogs.
	Always
Sometimes
Never
	✔️ Always true – All cats housed long-term receive additional choices & space.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Only some cats staying long-term receive additional choices & space.
❌ Never true – Cats staying long-term have no additional choices or space.
	




	Statement
	Response options – is this statement true?
	Helpful hints to know how to respond
	Use this column to make notes about specific cat housing units that do not meet the ASV guidelines.

	Cats are housed in enclosures that do not meet the 8 ft² (0.75 m²) minimum requirement for humane housing unit size.
 
IDEA: Use KSMP’s  Shelter Cat Housing Assessment Tool to determine cage size and other essential elements.
	Always
Sometimes
Never
	❌ Always true – None of the cat housing units have at least 8 ft² of floor space.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Only some cat housing units have at least 8 ft² of floor space.
✔️ Never true – All cat housing units have at least 8 ft² of floor space.
	

	Housing units for cats have separate areas for eating, sleeping, and eliminating. Their enclosure layout prevents food, bedding, and waste from being in the same space. 
IDEA: Review the “cat housing” section from the UW Shelter Medicine Program for guidance on where to place litterboxes, etc.
	Always
 
Sometimes
 
Never
	✔️ Always true – All cat housing units have separate areas for eating, sleeping and eliminating.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Only some cat housing units have separate areas for eating, sleeping and eliminating.
❌ Never true – None of the housing units have separate areas for eating, sleeping and eliminating.
	

	Housing units for cats have litter boxes large enough to comfortably accommodate their entire body and allow for proper posturing.

IDEA: Some cats recovering from an injury may need a larger litter box or one with a lower entrance.
	Always
Sometimes
Never
	✔️ Always true – All cat housing units have the right sized litter boxes for the cat’s body size & needs.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Only some cat housing units have litter boxes right sized for the cat’s body size & needs.
❌ Never true – None of the cat housing units have the litter boxes right sized for the cat’s body size & needs.
	

	Statement
	Response options – is this statement true?
	Helpful hints to know how to respond
	Use this column to make notes about specific cat housing units that do not meet the ASV guidelines.

	Primary enclosures for cats allow scratching. 
IDEA: Review the Itching to Scratch section of ASPCA Pro’s “ Outfitting and Enriching Communal Cat Rooms” for ideas on how to encourage cats to perform natural scratching behaviors.
	Always
 Sometimes
Never
	✔️ Always true – All housing units allow cats to perform natural scratching behavior.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Only some housing units allow for natural scratching behavior.
❌ Never true – Housing units do not allow cats to perform natural scratching behavior.
	

	Primary enclosures for cats allow climbing. 
IDEA: Here are some easy ways from KSMP to give cats choices that include a place to climb, perch and hide as well as perform other natural behaviors.
	Always

 Sometimes
Never
	✔️ Always true – All housing units allow cats to perform natural climbing behavior.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Only some housing units allow for natural climbing behavior.
❌ Never true – Housing units do not allow cats to perform natural climbing behavior.
	

	Primary enclosures for cats allow perching. 
IDEA: Check out this DIY option from KSMP to build elevated beds for perching. 
	Always
 Sometimes
 
Never
	✔️ Always true – All housing units allow cats to perform natural perching behavior.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Only some housing units allow for natural perching behavior.
❌ Never true – Housing units do not allow cats to perform natural perching behavior.
	




	Statement
	Response options – is this statement true?
	Helpful hints to know how to respond
	Use this column to make notes about specific cat housing units that do not meet the ASV guidelines.

	Housing units for cats allow them the opportunity to hide within their enclosure.
IDEA: Find inspiration in these ideas from ASPCA Pro to create hiding places for happier cats. 
	Always
Sometimes
 Never
	✔️ Always true – All housing units allow cats to hide within their enclosure.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Only some housing units allow for cats to hide.
❌ Never true – Housing units do not allow cats the choice to hide.
	

	Appropriate resources (e.g., food, water, bedding, litter boxes, toys) are provided to minimize competition or resource guarding and ensure access by all co-housed cats.
IDEA: Remember, overcrowding leads to resource competition and guarding. See this list from ASPCA Pro on outfitting a communal room.
	Always
Sometimes
 Never
	✔️ Always true – All co-housed cats have sufficient resources to avoid competition or resource guarding.
⚠️ Sometimes true – The level of resources in the co-housed space may cause competition or resource guarding.
❌ Never true – Due to lack of resources or space, there is competition and guarding of resources in the cat co-housing space.
	

	Cats who are co-housed are provided with a variety of elevated resting perches to increase complexity and choice within the living space.

IDEA: To provide variety in co-housed spaces, check out the variety of configurations in the “Cats: Group Rooms” section from the UW Shelter Medicine Program.
	Always

Sometimes

 Never
	✔️ Always true – All cat co-housing spaces provide variety of perches and other enrichment choices in the living space.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Some of the cat 
co-housing offers variety of perches & other choices. 
❌ Never true – The cat co-housing spaces do not have enough variety for perching and other choices to provide variety.
	

	Statement
	Response options – is this statement true?
	Helpful hints to know how to respond
	Use this column to make notes about specific cat housing units that do not meet the ASV guidelines.

	Cats who are co-housed are provided with a variety of hiding places to increase complexity and choice within the living space.

IDEA: Find inspiration in these ideas from ASPCA Pro to create hiding places for happier cats.
	Always

Sometimes
 Never
	✔️ Always true – All cat co-housing spaces provide variety for hiding and other choices.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Some of the cat co-housing offers variety for hiding & choices. 
❌ Never true – The cat co-housing spaces do not have enough variety for hiding and other choices.
	

	Housing units for cats are structurally sound to prevent injury and escape. 
IDEA: Examine each housing unit for cracks, broken or missing pieces and other structural or safety concerns.
	Always
Sometimes
 Never
	✔️ Always true – Cat housing units are in good condition and structurally sound.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Some cat housing units have structural deterioration.
❌ Never true – Cat housing units are not structural sound.
	


	Housing units for cats are maintained in safe, working condition to prevent injury and escape.

	Always
 Sometimes
Never
	✔️ Always true – Cat housing units are in good condition to prevent injuries or escape.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Only some cat housing units are in proper condition to be to prevent injuries or escape.
❌ Never true – Cat housing units are not in good condition and have clear safety issues.
	






	Statement
	Response options – is this statement true?
	Helpful hints to know how to respond
	Use this column to make notes about specific cat housing units that do not meet the ASV guidelines.

	Housing units for cats are able to be fully sanitized and withstand repeated cleanings.
IDEA: Examine each housing unit for cracks, leaks, chips, broken or missing pieces that prevent proper cleaning and sanitation. Avoid carpet or materials that cannot be fully sanitized.
	Always

 Sometimes

Never
	✔️ Always true – Cat housing units are in proper condition to withstand repeat cleanings.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Only some cat housing units are in proper condition to withstand repeat cleanings.
❌ Never true – Cat housing units are in poor condition and cannot withstand repeat cleanings or be fully sanitized.
	





	Enclosures for cats are stacked or arranged in a way that compromises ventilation.
IDEA: Stacking for housing units should be limited to 2 rows. Stacking in 3 rows creates significant challenges for effective, efficient cleaning and daily care and makes it more difficult to safely handle or remove a cat in the uppermost cages.
	Always

Sometimes

Never
	❌ Always true – Ventilation is compromised due to how enclosures are stacked or arranged.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Ventilation is compromised for some housing units because of how they are arranged. 
✔️ Never true – Ventilation is not compromised due to inappropriate arrangements or stacking
	





	Enclosures for cats are stacked or arranged in a way that allows for waste material and contamination between housing units.

IDEA: Avoid wire housing units which allow cross contamination, especially when placed next to each other or on top of each other.
	Always
Sometimes
Never
	❌ Always true – The enclosures are arranged in a way that allows for cross-contamination.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Some of the enclosures are arranged in a way that allows for cross contamination. 
✔️ Never true – None of the enclosures are arranged in a way that allows for cross contamination.
	

	Statement
	Response options – is this statement true?
	Helpful hints to know how to respond
	Use this column to make notes about specific cat housing units that do not meet the ASV guidelines.

	The cats are kept in enclosures that require use of forceful handling equipment for daily cleaning and care. 

IDEA: Some cat housing units can meet the proper size standard and avoid use of forceful handling by linking two units to create one larger one. Check out this information from KSMP on cat portals. Forceful handling creates more fear, anxiety and stress (FAS).
	Always
 Sometimes
 Never
	❌ Always true – In the enclosures, forceful handling equipment is required for daily cleaning and care.
⚠️ Sometimes true – In some enclosures, forceful handling equipment is required for daily cleaning and care.
✔️Never true –None of the enclosures require the use of forceful handling equipment for daily cleaning and care.
	

	Enclosures for cats are stacked or arranged in a way that increases stress or discomfort. 

IDEA: Stacking of housing units should be limited to 2 rows as stacking in 3 rows creates significant challenges for effective, efficient cleaning and daily care and makes it more difficult to safely handle or remove a cat in the uppermost cages.
	Always
 
Sometimes

 Never
	❌ Always true – Enclosures are arranged in a way that increases stress or discomfort for the cats.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Some enclosures are arranged in a way that increases stress or discomfort for the cats. 
✔️ Never true – None of the enclosures are arranged in a way that increases stress or discomfort for the cats. 
	




	Statement
	Response options – is this statement true?
	Helpful hints to know how to respond
	Use this column to make notes about specific cat housing units that do not meet the ASV guidelines.

	Cages or travel crates that are designed for short-term temporary confinement are used as the primary daily housing units for cats. 
  
IDEA: Small post-surgery housing units are not appropriately sized to be used as a primary housing unit.
	Always
 
Sometimes
 
Never
	❌Always true – Cats are routinely housed in travel crates or short-term cages (such as a post-surgery housing unit) for their primary housing.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Some cats are routinely housed  in travel crates or short-term cages for their primary housing.
✔️ Never true –Cats are never routinely housed in travel crates or short-term housing for their primary housing.
	

	Housing units for cats have wire-mesh bottoms or slated floors.
IDEA: Housing with wire-mesh bottoms or slated floors is a safety hazard and should never be used.
	Always
 
Sometimes

 Never
	❌Always true – Housing units with wire-mesh or slated floors are used to house cats.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Housing units with wire-mesh or slated floors are sometimes used to house cats.
✔️Never true – Housing units with wire-mesh bottoms or slated floors are never used to house cats.
	




	Statement
	Response options – is this statement true?
	Helpful hints to know how to respond
	Use this column to make notes about specific cat housing units that do not meet the ASV guidelines.

	Drain covers are designed to prevent injury or escape.
IDEA: Check out this HumanePro article on the importance and types of shelter drainage systems.
	Always
Sometimes
Never
	✔️ Always true – The drains for cat housing units are in proper, safe condition.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Only some of the drains for cat housing units are in proper and safe condition.
❌ Never true – Drains for cat housing units are not in proper, safe condition. 
	






--See dog-related questions on the following pages--


Use this set of questions to review housing for DOGS and PUPPIES:
	Statement
	Response options – is this statement true?
	Helpful hints to know how to respond
	Use this column to make notes about specific cat housing units that do not meet the ASV guidelines.

	Dogs can move normally in their enclosure. They can stand up, turn around, take a few steps, sit, stretch out fully and raise their tail.
IDEA: Check out the Primary Enclosure Checklist from ASPCA Pro.
 
	Always
Sometimes
Never
	 ✔️ Always true – All dog housing units allow dogs to move normally and perform normal postures.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Some housing units allow dogs to move normally and perform normal postures.
❌ Never true – Housing units for dogs generally lack space for normal movement and postures.
	

	The housing for dogs who are in the shelter long-term (i.e., more than two weeks) have additional space, enrichment, and choice provided within their enclosure.
IDEA: Check out ASPCA Pro’s Behavior Support for long-stay shelter cats and dogs.
	Always
Sometimes

Never
	✔️ Always true – All dogs staying long-term receive additional choices & space.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Only some dogs staying long-term receive additional choices & space.
❌ Never true – Dogs staying long-term have no additional choices or space.
	




	Statement
	Response options – is this statement true?
	Helpful hints to know how to respond
	Use this column to make notes about specific cat housing units that do not meet the ASV guidelines.

	Housing units for dogs have separate areas for eating, sleeping, and eliminating. Their enclosure layout prevents food, bedding, and waste from being in the same space. 
IDEA: Check out the picture and information from ASPCA Pro on how to  set-up a double-sided dog housing unit.
	Always
 
Sometimes
 
Never
	✔️ Always true – All dog housing units have enough space and separation between elimination area and where they eat and rest.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Only some dog housing units have enough space and separation between elimination area and where they eat and rest.
❌ Never true – The dog housing units do not have enough space between elimination area and where they eat and rest. 
	

	
Appropriate resources (e.g., food, water, bedding, litter boxes, toys) are provided to minimize competition or resource guarding and ensure access by all co-housed dogs.
IDEA: Dogs should be introduced outside of their primary enclosures in pairs or small groups to determine compatibility prior to cohousing. Check out this resource from ASPCA Pro.
	Always

Sometimes

 Never
	✔️ Always true – There are enough resources in the co-housed space to avoid competition or resource guarding.
⚠️ Sometimes true – There are not sufficient resources in some of the co-housed space to avoid competition or resource guarding.
❌ Never true – There is a lack of resources in the co-housed spaces resulting in competition and guarding of resources.
	




	Statement
	Response options – is this statement true?
	Helpful hints to know how to respond
	Use this column to make notes about specific cat housing units that do not meet the ASV guidelines.

	Housing units for dogs are structurally sound to prevent injury and escape. 
IDEA: Examine each housing unit for cracks, broken or missing pieces and other structural or safety concerns.
	Always
Sometimes
 Never
	✔️ Always true – Dog housing units have no structural issues.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Some dog housing units are showing structural deterioration.
❌ Never true – The dog housing units have structural deterioration or unsound.
	


	Housing units for dogs are maintained in safe, working condition to prevent injury and escape.

	Always
 Sometimes
Never
	✔️ Always true – Dog housing units are in good condition to prevent injuries or escape.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Only some dog housing units are in good condition to prevent injuries or escape.
❌ Never true – There are dog housing units with clear safety issues.
	





	Housing units for dogs are able to be fully sanitized and withstand repeated cleanings.
IDEA: Examine each housing unit for cracks, leaks, chips, broken or missing pieces that prevent proper cleaning and sanitation.
	Always

 Sometimes

Never
	✔️ Always true – Dog housing units can withstand repeat cleanings and be sanitized.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Only some dog housing units can withstand repeat cleanings and be sanitized.
❌ Never true – There are dog housing units that cannot withstand repeat cleanings or be fully sanitized.
	





	Statement
	Response options – is this statement true?
	Helpful hints to know how to respond
	Use this column to make notes about specific cat housing units that do not meet the ASV guidelines.

	Enclosures for dogs are stacked or arranged in a way that compromises ventilation.
IDEA: Stacking up 3 rows creates significant challenges for effective, efficient cleaning and daily care and makes it more difficult to safely handle or remove a dog or puppy in the uppermost cages.
	Always

Sometimes

Never
	❌ Always true – Ventilation for enclosures is compromised due to how they are stacked or arranged.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Ventilation for some enclosures are compromised due to how they are stacked or arranged. 
✔️ Never true – Ventilation for enclosures is not compromised due to how they are stacked or arranged.
	





	Enclosures for dogs are stacked or arranged in a way that allows for waste material and contamination between housing units.

IDEA: Avoid wire housing units which allow cross contamination, especially when placed next to or on top of each other.
	Always

Sometimes

Never
	❌Always true – The enclosures are arranged in a way that allows for cross-contamination.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Some of the enclosures are arranged in a way that allows for cross contamination. 
✔️ Never true – None of the enclosures are arranged in a way that allows for cross contamination.
	




	Statement
	Response options – is this statement true?
	Helpful hints to know how to respond
	Use this column to make notes about specific cat housing units that do not meet the ASV guidelines.

	The dogs are kept in enclosures that require use of forceful handling equipment for daily cleaning and care. 

IDEA: Some dog housing units can meet the proper size standard and avoid use of forceful handling by linking two units to create one larger one by the installation of a portal or pass-through or guillotine door. Check out this information from KSMP on double compartment dog kennels. Forceful handling creates more fear, anxiety and stress (FAS).
	Always

 Sometimes

 Never
	❌ Always true – In the enclosures, forceful handling equipment is required for daily cleaning and care.
⚠️ Sometimes true – In some enclosures, forceful handling equipment is required for daily cleaning and care.
 ✔️Never true – None of the enclosures require the use of forceful handling equipment for daily cleaning and care.
	

	
Enclosures for dogs are stacked or arranged in a way that increases stress or discomfort. 

IDEA: Stacking of housing units should be limited to 2 rows as stacking in 3 rows creates significant challenges for effective, efficient cleaning and daily care and makes it more difficult to safely handle or remove a dog or puppy in the uppermost cages.
	Always
 
Sometimes

 Never
	❌ Always true – Enclosures are arranged in a way that increases stress or discomfort for the dogs.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Some enclosures are arranged in a way that increases stress or discomfort for the dogs. 
✔️ Never true – None of the enclosures are arranged in a way that increases stress or discomfort for the dogs.
	




	Statement
	Response options – is this statement true?
	Helpful hints to know how to respond
	Use this column to make notes about specific cat housing units that do not meet the ASV guidelines.

	Cages or travel crates that are designed for short-term temporary confinement are used as the primary daily housing units for dogs. 
IDEA: Small post-surgery housing units are not appropriately sized to be used as a primary housing unit.
	Always
 
Sometimes

Never
	❌ Always true – Dogs are routinely housed in travel crates or short-term cages for their primary housing.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Some dogs are routinely housed in travel crates or short-term cages for their primary housing.
✔️Never true – Dogs are never routinely housed in travel crates or short-term housing for their primary housing.
	

	Housing units for cats have wire-mesh bottoms or slated floors.
IDEA: Housing with wire-mesh bottoms or slated floors is a safety hazard and should never be used.
	Always
 
Sometimes

 Never
	❌ Always true – Housing units with wire-mesh or slated floors are used to house dogs.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Housing units with wire-mesh or slated floors are sometimes used to house dogs.
✔️Never true – Housing units with wire-mesh bottoms or slated floors are never used to house dogs.
	

	Drain covers are designed to prevent injury or escape.
IDEA: Examine each drain cover for cracks, broken or missing pieces that could cause an injury or allow escape from the housing unit.
	Always
Sometimes

Never
	✔️ Always true – Drains are in proper, safe condition.
⚠️ Sometimes true – Only some of the drains are in proper and safe condition.
❌ Never true – Drains are not safe, maybe broken, missing or would allow for injury or escape.
	






Additional Comments 
Use this section to capture additional notes about your shelter’s animal housing needs. This can include plans to change or improve housing, specific rooms that need the most attention, which housing is the highest priority to improve as it’s “not acceptable” per the ASV guidelines or is used most often while not meeting the ASV guidelines. 
																		

																		

																		

																		

Next steps:
1. Wonderful job on identifying animal housing units that need improvement or need to be fully replaced. Now, prioritize which units should be addressed first. Consider:
· Units that pose the most risk or are the most “unacceptable” to use
· Units that need to be improved or replaced because they are used most frequently to house animals
2. Next research housing vendors to get quotes for new units or vendors that can complete improvements like installing portals.
· Quotes are essential to creating realistic budgets, often needed for grant applications and to develop asks for community support.

Have questions? Contact NTSI.ASPCA@aspca.org for support on improving the quality of life for animals in care!
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