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New York State Companion Animal Care Standards Act: 
Resource Guide  

The Association of Shelter Veterinarians (ASV) Guidelines for Standards of Care in Animal Shelters (2022) 
contains current recommendations and important information regarding all main topic areas covered in the  
NY State Companion Animal Care Standards Act.   

Recordkeeping & Protocols 
• Scanning for a Microchip 
• American Animal Hospital Association (AAHA): Microchip Registry Lookup 
• Shelter Animals Count: Intake and Outcome Database Form  
• Human Animal Support Services (HASS): Standardized List of Intake Reasons for Owner Surrender 
• Creating SOPs  
• Implementing SOPs  
• Updating SOPs 

General Facility Standards 
• Animal Housing for Isolation and Quarantine 
• Animal Shelter Facility Use and Design 
• Facility Design and Animal Housing 

Animal Housing 
• Facility Design, Shelter Animal Housing and Shelter Population Management 
• Hiding Places Mean Happier Cats 

Sanitation 
• Sanitation for Disease Prevention in Animal Shelters 
• Shelter Disinfectant Quick Reference 
• Using Test Strips to Measure Dilution of Rescue 
• Spot Cleaning for Cat Kennels (Video) 
• Deep Cleaning for Cat Kennels (Video) 
• Spot Cleaning for Dog Kennels (Video) 
• Deep Cleaning for Dog Kennels (Video) 

Shelter Management Protocols 
• Capacity for Care in Animal Shelters and Rescues 
• Instructions for Daily Monitoring of Animal Health and Behavior  
• Animal Shelter Population Rounds 

Animal Husbandry 
• Shelter Nutrition for Cats and Dogs 

https://www.aspcapro.org/sites/default/files/2023-05/asvguidelinessecondedition-2022.pdf
https://www.aspcapro.org/sites/default/files/2023-05/asvguidelinessecondedition-2022.pdf
https://agriculture.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2025/03/article_26c_regulationofanimalshelters.pdf
https://www.aspcapro.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/microchip_scanning_diagram.pdf
https://www.aaha.org/for-veterinary-professionals/microchip-search/
https://www.shelteranimalscount.org/wp-content/uploads/IntakeOutcomeDatabase_PDF_4.23.pdf
https://www.humananimalsupportservices.org/intake-reasons-list
https://www.aspcapro.org/resource/creating-sops
https://www.aspcapro.org/resource/implementing-sops
https://www.aspcapro.org/resource/updating-sops
https://www.aspcapro.org/resource/animal-housing-isolation-and-quarantine
https://www.aspcapro.org/topics-shelter-medicine/animal-shelter-facility-use-and-design
https://www.sheltermedicine.com/library/resources/facility-design-and-animal-housing
https://www.sheltermedicine.com/library/resources/facility-design-shelter-animal-housing-and-shelter-population-management
https://www.aspcapro.org/resource/hiding-places-mean-happier-cats
https://www.aspcapro.org/resource/sanitation-disease-prevention-animal-shelters
https://www.aspcapro.org/sites/default/files/shelterdisinfectantposter.pdf
https://www.rescuedisinfectants.com/resources/using-test-strips-to-measure-dilution
https://www.aspcapro.org/resource/video-how-spot-clean-cat-kennels
https://www.aspcapro.org/resource/video-how-deep-clean-cat-kennels
https://www.aspcapro.org/resource/video-how-spot-clean-dog-kennels
https://www.aspcapro.org/resource/video-how-deep-clean-dog-kennels
https://www.aspcapro.org/topics-shelter-medicine-population-management/capacity-care-animal-shelters-rescues
https://www.sheltermedicine.com/library/resources/instructions-for-daily-monitoring-of-animal-health-and-behavior
https://www.aspcapro.org/topics-shelter-medicine-population-management/animal-shelter-population-rounds
https://www.aspcapro.org/shelter-nutrition-cats-and-dogs
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• Animal Appetite Monitoring Form 
• Fear Free™ Shelters 

Veterinary Care 
• Association of Shelter Veterinarians – Position Statement: Veterinary Supervision in Animal Shelters 
• Veterinarian of Record Program 
• Intake and Preventive Care 
• Findings of Physical Examination – Emergency “Red Flags”  
• Aging Kittens by Dentition  
• Aging Puppies by Dentition  
• Body Condition Score Charts 
• Spay/Neuter Resources 
• Application of Spay/Neuter Tattoos (Video) 
• Spay/Neuter Surgery: Post Operative Healing Guide 

Behavior 

• Fear Free™ Shelters 
• Incoming Cat Profile for House Cat (Sample) 
• Incoming Dog Profile (Sample) 
• Animal Behavior Pathway Resources 
• Enrichment – Elevating Impact for Animal Welfare (Recorded Presentation) 
• Dog Enrichment Resources 
• Dog Enrichment Schedule (Sample) 
• Six Ideas for Feline Enrichment 
• ASPCA Position Statements:  

o Use of Behavioral Pharmacology for Animals in Shelters and Rescues 
o Training Aids and Methods 
o Shelter Dog Behavior Assessments 

Transportation 

• Non-Emergency Relocation of Dogs and Cats for Adoption Within the United States  
• Companion Animal Transport Model Practices 
• Setup and Loading Cats for Transport (Video)  
• Setup and Loading Dogs for Transport (Video) 
• Dog Transport Pre-Load Examination (Video) 

Foster Care Provider Requirements 
• Preventing the Spread of Disease in Foster Homes 
• Feline Foster Care Guide (Sample) 

 
 

https://www.aspcapro.org/resource/animal-appetite-monitoring-form
https://fearfreeshelters.com/
https://www.sheltervet.org/assets/docs/Veterinary_Supervision_in_Animal_Shelters.pdf
https://sheltersunited.com/vor/
https://www.aspcapro.org/topics-shelter-medicine/intake-preventive-care
https://www.sheltermedicine.com/library/resources/performing-a-physical-exam-on-a-shelter-animal#Emergency
https://www.aspcapro.org/sites/default/files/aspcapro-aging-kittens-2019.pdf
https://vetmed-sacs.sites.medinfo.ufl.edu/files/2014/01/Aging-Puppies.pdf
https://www.aspcapro.org/sites/default/files/nestle_body_condition_scale.pdf
https://www.aspcapro.org/spayneuter
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WMrZhY8hzlA
https://www.aspcapro.org/sites/default/files/2023-08/asna_postoperative_healing_guide.pdf
https://fearfreeshelters.com/
https://www.maddiesfund.org/assets/documents/Resource%20Library/Animal%20Rescue%20League%20of%20Boston%20-%20Incoming%20Cat%20Profile.pdf
https://www.maddiesfund.org/assets/documents/Institute/Shelter%20Dog%20Mod%20Squad%20Incoming%20Dog%20Profile.pdf
https://www.aspcapro.org/behaviorpathway
https://learn.aspca.org/course/23097681
https://www.aspcapro.org/resource/dog-enrichment-resources
https://www.aspcapro.org/sites/default/files/aspcapro-sample-enrichment-schedule.pdf
https://www.aspcapro.org/resource/six-ideas-feline-enrichment
https://www.aspca.org/about-us/aspca-policy-and-position-statements/position-statement-behavioral-pharmacology
https://www.aspca.org/about-us/aspca-policy-and-position-statements/position-statement-training-aids-and-methods
https://www.aspca.org/about-us/aspca-policy-and-position-statements/position-statement-shelter-dog-behavior-assessments
https://www.avma.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/AWF-TransportAdoptionBestPractices.pdf
https://theaawa.org/resource_library/companion-animal-transport-model-practices/
https://www.aspcapro.org/resource/video-setup-and-loading-cat-relocation-transport
https://www.aspcapro.org/resource/video-setup-and-loading-dog-relocation-transport
https://www.aspcapro.org/resource/dog-transport-pre-load-exams
https://www.maddiesfund.org/preventing-the-spread-of-disease-in-foster-homes/presentation_content/external_files/Educational%20Handout-%20Preventing%20the%20Spread%20of%20Disease%20in%20Foster%20Homes.pdf
https://www.aspcapro.org/resource/feline-foster-care-guide
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