SURGical PROTOCOLs
Minimum Standard of Care for Ovariohysterectomy Procedure:

After anesthetic induction, all cats will be clipped and the area prepared for aseptic surgery.

  Using aseptic technique:

· A ventral midline incision will be made and the uterus elevated for exposure.

· Ovarian pedicles will be double-ligated, using synthetic absorbable, stainless steel or chromic gut suture.  

· The uterine body will be double-ligated near to the cervix using synthetic absorbable, stainless steel, or chromic gut suture.  If applicable, a transfixation ligature will be used.

· The linea alba will be closed using synthetic absorbable or stainless steel suture.  A simple interrupted, cruciate, or short simple continuous pattern may be used.

· The subcutaneous or intradermal layer will be closed using synthetic absorbable or stainless steel suture.

· Nexaband tissue glue will be used to close the dermis.

Minimum Standard of Care for Feline Neuter Procedure:

After anesthetic induction, all animals will be clipped and the area prepared for aseptic surgery.

· An incision will be made over each testicle through the scrotum.

· The testicles will be exposed, preferably using a closed procedure.

· Testicular vessels and vas deferens will be auto-ligated using a knot technique.

· In the case of cats over 12 pounds, or in smaller cats at the surgeon’s preference, vessels will be double-ligated using synthetic absorbable or chromic gut suture.  

· Incisions will be left open.
In the case of bleeding post-neuter, the following methods will be employed:
· Direct pressure to be applied to the scrotum area for 5-10 minutes.
· If bleeding continues, the affected scrotum will be packed with gelfoam to encourage hemostasis.
· If protracted bleeding is deemed to be from a dropped or bleeding stump, the cat may be re-anesthetized if necessary, prepped, and the area surgically explored.
Guidelines for considering any surgery in addition to the ovariohysterectomy or neuter procedure:

· The condition would require the cat to be euthanized if the procedure is not performed, due to suffering upon release.

· The quality of the life of this cat will be increased due to the surgical procedure.

· The surgery is within the scope of possibility considering time, equipment and surgeons available.

· The aftercare needed is possible considering the nature of the cat, and that care will be provided by the caregiver, or volunteer who has obtained permission from the caregiver to rehabilitate the cat following surgery.

· Any medical expenses incurred post surgery; due to the additional surgery, is the responsibility of the caregiver.

Additional surgeries that may be performed:

Entropian
Hernia repair
Enucleation
Tail amputation

Abscess repair
Declaw of polydactal digit

Dental procedure guidelines:

· The quality of life for this cat will be increased due to the dental procedure.

· The only extractions that should be considered are those that will not require more than a dental elevator and hand held extractors. 

· The procedure is within the scope of possibility considering equipment, time and experience of the veterinarian performing the procedure.

· Hard tartar may be scraped off by hand held instruments.

· All dental procedures should be recorded on the medical records.
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