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Marketing to Dramatically 
Increase and Sustain 

Pet Adoptions
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This presentation will cover:
• NHS & community statistics
• NHS adoption promotions, 

events and marketing 
strategies you may use  

• Questions

Recorded webinars:
• April 25: 

True Cost and Value of Pet 
Adoptions

• May 16: 
Creating Adoption Processes 
that Truly Support Saving Lives 
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Every pet was neutered, 
vaccinated and 
microchipped before 
adoption.

Pet Adoptions 
2006: 4,990  (pre-no-kill initiative)

2007: 8,030 up 61% 
3,040 more adoptions

2008: 8,635 up 7%
605 more adoptions

2009: 9,184 up 6%
549 more adoptions

2010:   9,668 up 5%
484 more adoptions

2011:   9,340 down 3%
328 fewer adoptions  (admissions down 3%)

2012:   8,816 down 5%
524 fewer adoptions  (admissions down 8%)

Nevada Humane Society Statistics
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Decreased animals losing 
their lives in Washoe County 
shelters

2007: 52% decrease
2,700 fewer dogs & cats lost their 
lives in 2007 than 2006.

2008: 10% decrease

2009: 27% decrease

2010: 12% decrease

2011:  no change

2012: 16% decrease

Washoe County, Nevada, Statistics
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Incoming Dog & Cats
Year     Owner     Transfer

2006 5,667        1,303

2007 5,258        3,188

2008 4,809        3,750

2009 4,945        4,469

2010 4,853        5,237

2011 4,760        5,070 

2012 3,709        5,323 

2012 Countywide Dog & Cat 
Admissions: 15,752

Nevada Humane Society Statistics
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Countywide Save Rate
(NHS and WCRAS combined)

2007:   Dogs 92%  Cats 78%
2008:   Dogs 90%  Cats 83%
2009:   Dogs 90%  Cats 89%
2010:   Dogs 91%  Cats 91%
2011:   Dogs 91%  Cats 91%
2012:   Dogs 92%  Cats 92%

National Average 2009: 
• 58%   (Source: Maddie’s Fund)

Washoe County, Nevada, Statistics
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Animal Deaths in Shelters 
per Thousand People

Washoe County 2012:
2.9 animals per 1,000 
residents

National Average 2009:
7.8 animals per 1,000 
residents (Source: Maddie’s Fund)

Washoe County, Nevada, Statistics
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“Efficiency is 
doing things right; 

effectiveness is 
doing the right 
things.”

- Peter Drucker
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Aggressive Promotion 
Get the Word Out and the People In
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Safe Trick-or-
Treating in the 

Shelter
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Celebrating Ancient Egypt: 
When Dogs and Cats were Gods & Goddesses 
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♪♫ “All we are 
saying is give 
PETS a 
chance. . .” ♪♫
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