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You'll need both equipment  that you'll purchase only once and consumable supplies that you'll need to replenish for each event. Below is a basic list.

Tip: You may be able to get free surgical supplies and equipment by asking hospitals for any excess supplies or used equipment they may have to donate.

One-Time Equipment and Other Purchases

You'll purchase these items once and then repair and maintain on an ongoing basis. Remember that all of these items need to be portable.

· Anesthesia machine, which costs approximately $3,000. For dogs, you'll need one machine per vet. For cats, you’ll need at least one machine in your cat surgery area.

· Autoclave, the sterilizer of surgical instruments. An autoclave of the size you need costs approximately $1,000 used. The autoclave must hold between 3-10 spay packs.

· Surgical instruments, The Montana Task Force recommends “German style spay pack,” which costs $150. Initially, you will need at least 10 packs.

· Surgery tables and stands to hold instruments. These can be built by hand.

· Plastic cargo boxes to store surgery supplies such as sutures, needles, gauze.

· Tall rolling carts with plastic sets of drawers. Place all immediate surgery supply needs in these carts. When you set up an event, place the carts next to the surgery tables.

· Van—A reliable used one can do fine.

Consumable Supplies

Gauze

Hypodermic needles

Sutures. These are very expensive. The Montana Task Force recommends using monocryl single ply sutures, which are in the medium price range.

Trach tubes, which are used to blow oxygen into the animals

