MT S/N Task Force

Services provided by host


MONTANA SPAY/NEUTER TASK FORCE

Products and Services provided by the Host

To successfully stage a community spay/neuter clinic there are a number of items and services needed from the community.

1. A building such as a fire hall, community center, or a school.

· Preferably with a kitchen to feed the volunteers.

· With enough electrical outlets for up to four autoclaves for sterilizing instruments.  Each autoclave requires 10 amps, but can spike higher.

· Should have water available; enough power for lights, clippers, and shop vacs.  If power requirements can not be met, a generator should be provided.

2. A source to do laundry for the large amounts of bedding used during the clinic.

· Clean bedding is needed in the recovery areas for padding, pillows and covering for warmth.  There is a lot of laundry.

3. Many tables.  

· The number of tables varies with the size of the clinic.  For a clinic with six (6) surgery tables, as many as 20 folding tables from community centers or schools are needed.

4. Trash cans.

5. In remote areas, a source for oxygen, where the Task Force can trade empty E-tanks for full ones.
· Filled E-tanks can be borrowed and returned.  

· The Task Force brings eight (8) E-tanks of oxygen.  

· Normally, a local hospital can be the oxygen source, if they are notified in advance.

6. Water and food for Volunteers

· Volunteers won’t have time to roust up their own food; businesses, volunteers and pet owners can be a source for meals.
· Breakfast for early crews and lunch for all, including volunteers arriving late, and dinner for the overnight crew.

7. Volunteers, volunteers, volunteers.

· Volunteers to unload the Task Force van, which carries medical supplies for the spay/neuter clinic.

· Volunteers to help set up the clinic.

· Volunteers to help take down and pack the clinic.

· Volunteers to reload the van.

· Should the clinic be moved to a new location in the same community or area, a horse trailer is ideal for moving the clinic without having to break down furniture.

· Volunteer veterinary technicians, nurses and others who have medical training or who have worked with animals.  The number needed depends on the size of the clinic.

· People to be in charge of food and beverages.

· A good all around handyman, who can fix things in a crisis.

· A driver and a volunteer who know the area, to run errands in emergencies or to transport animals.

8. Transport  

· For situations in which owners are unable to bring their animals, transport is needed to pick-up and return animals.  Animals will be transported in crates.

9. Pet crates and carriers loaned by citizens or animal welfare groups nearby.  

· The name of the owner should be written above the door in indelible ink.
10. Old bedding, towels, bed spreads or like items, for use in recovery.

11. A microwave oven to warm towels or rice bags to warm recovering cats.  Empty half-gallon jugs and quart juice bottles, filled with warm water, work well for this, also.
12.
Wheelbarrow or yard cart for moving large dogs in recovery or to owners vehicles.

