For Immediate Release

May 29, 2008

Media Alert

Media Representatives Invited to Unveiling of North Florida’s First-Ever ‘Meet Your Match’ 

Pet Personality Adoption Program

WHAT:  The Jacksonville Humane Society’s ‘Meet Your Match’ Experience

Is your new best friend a couch potato or a busy bee?  The Jacksonville Humane Society invites the media to try the new ‘Meet Your Match’ personality program, which aims to see which shelter dogs and cats would be a good fit for adopters.  

WHEN:  Monday, June 2, 2008, 11 a.m.

WHERE:  The Jacksonville Humane Society Administration Building

     8464 Beach Blvd., Jacksonville, FL  32216
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:

11 a.m.: Brief description of the ‘Meet Your Match’ program at Administration Building

11:15 a.m.: Adopter survey, viewing of animals, counseling and bonding demonstrations
11:30 a.m.: Open session for photos and interviews 
HOW: In the ASPCA ‘Meet Your Match’ program sponsored by Iams, shelters give adoptable pets detailed behavior assessments to assign the pets one of three color codes, including green, orange and purple.  For dogs, the colors are based on their persistence.  For cats, the colors are based on their boldness.

Within each color category, animals’ personalities are further defined by identifying their  “Canine-alities” or “Feline-alities.” “Canine-alities” are based on what motivates dogs.  “Feline-alities” are based on the cat’s independence.

Potential adopters take short surveys (like a magazine survey, not a college exam) to determine what type of personality the adopter is looking for in a dog or cat.  They are also given a color code and then meet animals with the same color personality.

WHY:  The Jacksonville Humane Society is the first shelter in North Florida to introduce the ‘Meet Your Match’ program. Shelters across the United States are successfully implementing the program.  For example, the Kansas Humane Society saw an 11 percent reduction in animal returns since it started the ‘Meet Your Match’ program.  This effort is part of an overall national trend toward increased education of pet adopters to ensure successful matches between animals and people.
PHOTO & B-ROLL OPPORTUNITIES:  Media will be able to take pictures of:

-Adoptable dogs and cats

-Dogs in colored bandanas

-Cats on colored towels

-Kennel cards

-Potential adopters taking the ‘Meet Your Match’ survey

-Color-coded cards for potential adopters

-Meet Your Match program materials

SOUNDBYTE OPPORTUNITIES: 

-Available for interviews:

-Jacksonville Humane Society Executive Director Leona Sheddan 

-Director of Operations Danya Parks-Freel 
-Director of Customer Service Karen Padgham

-Director of Veterinary Medicine Jennifer Broadhurst, DVM            

-Animal Behavior Manager Renee Yaple
-Jacksonville Humane Society Executive Director Leona Sheddan will introduce the ‘Meet Your Match’ program

-Director of Operations Danya Parks-Freel will give a presentation on the  ‘Meet Your Match’ program
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