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Cat Captain Program

Program Description: IndyFeral will pair caretakers needing assistance with Trap-Neuter-Return with experienced trappers (Cat Captains) to assist with evaluating and developing a comprehensive strategy of free-roaming cat management. The goal of the strategy is to stop uncontrolled population growth and improve the lives of free-roaming (stray/feral) cats.

1. TNR (Trap-Neuter-Return) is a process by which stray and feral (wild) cats are humanely trapped, evaluated, vaccinated and sterilized by the veterinarian.  Tame kittens and adult cats are adopted into good homes. Adult cats too wild to be adopted are returned to their familiar habitat.

2. Cat Colony Management – Volunteers (Colony Caretakers) provide long-term care, including food, shelter and health monitoring. Ongoing surveillance ensures that any newcomers will be vaccinated and sterilized to allow the colony to diminish over time through natural attrition.

Cat Captains can provide instruction and valuable hands-on experience during the trapping process.  They also offer guidance on setting up a managed colony and accessing additional resources for the care of a colony if needed.
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